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Translated by Abu Amina Elias 


The following text, al-‘Agidah al-Wasittyah, is a summary of the Athari creed of 
Sunni Islam by Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim Taqi al-Din ibn Taymityah. 


Ibn Taymiyyah explained his purpose for writing it as follows: 


fey lO As i Lgl gi slizad Gai Lal 5 ua) be gle aad Ai) Gants Cats GIS od 
La Bis gally gi Sai be GIS 5 ls Wile aÝ caii taii ia hul l cual 
j efas ahil o 9585 ella gall ae Cs Jill al 5s ay Sul) Gls aga Gull 
Ailes Cal) CES 38 ill AIS Gyo RELL ats JAY 5 A pac bŠ taie ii cii 
CSS Gail WEES aie YI Casi La Jú; JIA 98 Alla ait aaa SG (yaks AG Bates 
Ball 5 pias à BE ai g i y aall a Le ll Lily Says! ode ál 
las pie 5 
This is the reason I wrote it: a man approached me from the land of 
Wasit, one of the judges of its regions, a Sheikh named Radi al-Din 
al-Wasiti, who was a scholar of Shafi’I school. He approached us 
during the Hajj pilgrimage and he was among the people of virtue and 
religion. He complained of the people among him in that land under 
the Tartar government, of the prevalence of ignorance and oppression, 
the loss of religion and knowledge. He asked me to write a creed for 
him that he and his household could rely upon. I abstained from that 
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and I said, ‘People have written a number of credal texts, so take one 
of the creeds written by the Imams of the Sunnah.’ He persisted in 
asking and he said, ‘I would like no one but you to write it.’ So I 
wrote this creed for him while I was sitting after midday, and many 
copies of it have been distributed in Egypt, Iraq, and elsewhere. 


Source: Majmw’ al-Fatawa 3/164 


The following presentation is the creed’s text in Arabic alongside its English 
translation: 


Agh gl) Sahel) cya 
The text of al-‘Aqidah al-WaAsitiyah 
esa) a8 SI! al aby 
In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. 
Fag als HK 5 aS yall E bbi Gaii oas cih il ag Guj gall a eal 
All praise is due to Allah, who sent His messenger with guidance and the religion 
of truth, to make it manifest over all religions. Sufficient is Allah as a witness. 
Ka žy a I ál éh a Y baay a Sal Y of Agel, 
I bear witness there is no God but Allah alone, without any partners, establishing 
by it His oneness. 
Gja Laas ping abn all lE g age i iia il ggg iie aa G giy 
And I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His messenger, peace and 


blessings of Allah be upon him, his family, and his companions with abundant 
peace. 


äs lagii y A Jal de till atid dl 2o aiall igp Ú aa aii ie ei i 
To proceed: This is the creed of the saved and victorious group until the 


establishment of the Hour, Ahl al-Sunnah wal Jama’ah (the people and united 
community of the Prophetic Tradition). 
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Crd ALS Ig GLA) gual 
The foundations of faith and its six pillars 
oh o L ayla all a hiig aluh aE aia A LAYI 9h 5 


It is to have faith in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, the Resurrection 
after death, and faith in the good and evil of providence. 


Alia g di) plauls LY) Â ipul so | oll 
Fundamental principles of faith in the names of Allah and His attributes 
aale dl gla TASA ál sug dy iiag Lang ja jail AGS e Ai ay Caia g La GAYI ly LY! Ges 


Part of faith in Allah is to have faith in the way He described Himself in His 
honorable book and in the way described by His messenger Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, without distortion and negation, and without asking ‘how’ 
or likening Him to something else. 


Seal All A5 2p ALLS Gall atl Sb iiaii D; 
Rather, they believe that for Allah ‘there is nothing like Him, and He is the 
Hearing, the Seeing.’ (42:11) 
G Y5 ay A eaii à Gyia V5 anced 5 oe aK G Aga Yg hai gs Cat La Ale G gal SUA 
aali oia aka ó slid V5 
They do not nullify what He was described with, nor do they distort the words 
from their proper places. They do not blaspheme against the names of Allah and 


His verses, nor do they ascribe a modality to Him, nor do they compare His 
attributes to those of His creation. 


a Yg ål ecak Y 5 ål gaa Y aly 
For He, glory be to Him, has no likeness, no comparison, and no partner. 
da At aili, Clas Vs 
Nor is He measureable in analogy with His creation, glory be to Him, the Exalted. 


Co gh 8 GuSll GS) gy ins & hatin alts) ai aal Gya És baag Sha Gai s o phas anii alej aig 
6al Ye aile 
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Indeed, He knows Himself best, as well as everything else. He is the most truthful 
in speech, the best in address to His creation. Thus, His messengers are truthful and 
affirm the truth, differing from those who speak of what they do not know. 
Lae Ais AALS Gyaallall G5 ait Meas Gabbe pall cle aay sheen Lee Sail 5 ay Glas CE Nh 
ily yell Gye b gh Le Aaa Gales all lé glag JaN Giai ay áin 


For this reason, He said, ‘Glory be to your Lord, Lord of honor, over what they 
ascribe, and peace be upon the messengers, and all praise is due to Allah, the Lord 
of the worlds,’ (31:180-182). He glorified Himself above what was described by 
those who opposed the messengers. He sent peace upon the messengers, as they 
described Allah free of any of the defects or faults that they claimed for Him. 


BY 5 ll É Aai dy Aug ag ai ag AA A 


He, glory be to Him, combined what He described and named for Himself between 
negation and affirmation. 


óa agile ail aai Ciil Ll ya aiall iad á ó ghia yall a4 ola Les elas 5 a) AY Asie så 
gall y eaill 5 Giaa il 


Hence, Ahl al-Sunnah wal Jama’ah do not deviate from what the messengers 
brought. Indeed, it is the straight path, the path of those whom Allah has favored 
among the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and the righteous. 


ALES (58 Anudl Ay ail) ia g Lag layl 
Faith in what Allah described for Himself in His Book 
A Ui Gi Sus olii AË Jai cal) SAYI y i i Ai a i Catan Le ALAA oia ei Ga i 


Ssh 1588 41 gS aly gi aly Sts al vate ai al i 
Included in the entirety of this is what Allah described for Himself in Sürat al- 
Ikhlas, which is equal to a third of the Quran, wherein He says, ‘Say: He is Allah, 
the One. Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He does not give birth, nor was He born. And 
there is no comparison with Him.’ (112:1-4) 


a 


alag Yai SAA Y a ii eai 38 Way Yai Oi Éa as i Ag abe) 6 Andi 4 Can La 
Cglasad V5 agile Lag aguatl it Le abba aaah VY) sate iig eall i oa oa SY blag GI gla (4 La 
Aalaall Colall gh 5 Lagbada £5 555 905 Cea Aly cul slated) Aiea 3S Gang lib Lay VJ dade Ga eet 
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And what He described Himself with in the greatest verse in His book, wherein He 
says, ‘Allah, there is no God but Him, the Living, the Sustainer. Neither 
drowsiness overtakes Him, nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens 
and whatever is on the earth. Who can intercede with Him except with His 
permission? He knows what is before them and what will be after them, and they 
encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills. His footstool 
extends over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation tires Him not, for He 
is the Exalted, the Almighty.’ (2:255) 


gia is GUL Ab Ya Bila ó Ge ale Op aL all i igi oia TA Ga GE als 
For this reason, whoever had read this verse in the night, Allah will not cease to 
guard him and Satan will not approach him until morning. 


Shall iia 
Attribute of life 
Cs Y oll gyal) le U6 ail 


And His saying, glory be to Him, ‘Rely upon the Living, He who never dies.’ 
(25:58) 


alil iia 
Attribute of knowledge 
alé eei OS gh 5 Shis sals aY GSI A atag ál is 
And His saying, glory be to Him, ‘He is the First and the Last, the Manifest and the 
Hidden, and He has knowledge over all things.’ (57:3) 


ASil ai sh; 
‘He is the Knowing, the Wise.’ (66:20) 
i Eja ag eL Ga Oji Lag Lee GAG Lag GN gd Ge Le abg iii asail h 
‘He is the Wise, the Aware. He knows what enters the earth and what comes out 
from it and what descends from the heavens and what ascends therein.’ (34:1-2) 
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i a Ya eaba S hiy oa hatá Lag Sally gail a Le abby gh Vy) Leal Y al) Als ote 
coh OES 8 Gail V5 ab V5 GaN) clas 


“With Him are the keys of the Unseen, none knows them but Him. He knows what 
is on land and in the sea. No leaf falls but that He knows it. No grain is there within 
the darknesses of the earth, nor any moist or dry thing but that it is in a clear 
record.’ (6:59) 


aber Y) Ged 5 SE be Ua Lg 
‘No female carries a child or gives birth but that He knows it,’ (41:47). 
uie ei J Lish 38 aul Gig “yah oct OS Cle al Gi | gabe 


‘That you would know Allah has power over all things and that Allah encompasses 
all things in Knowledge.’ (65:12) 


5 gall Adu 
Attribute of might 
iail gail go (31550) gh al Gy Ad gh 


And His saying, ‘Verily, Allah is the Provider, possessor of strength and might.’ 
(51:58) 


yad iiag gaul iia 
Attributes of hearing and seeing 
Suneaill Quail 9h 5 228 4S Gaal 4185 
And His saying, ‘There is nothing like him, and He is the Hearing, the Seeing.’ 
(42:11) 
laat Gats G I y a Sans Lars al 


‘Verily, excellent is that with which Allah admonishes you. Verily, Allah is ever 
hearing and seeing.’ (4:58) 


Al-Agqidah al-Wasitiyyah by Ibn Taymiyyah 


Bal YI hia 
Attribute of will 
ails Y) 38 Y Ul old Le Gls hs Gilda Y y gl Al sas 
‘Were it not that you entered your garden and said: As Allah has willed, there is no 
power but with Allah.’ (18:39) 
Aah be Das dul G55 I ghia Le du et ly 
‘If Allah had willed, they would not have fought each other, but Allah does what 
He wills.’ (2:253) 
S ta A á Ó gA gils aial gima i aile E ua S) oai hani (SI Ca 


‘Lawful for you are the animals of grazing livestock, except for that which is 
recited to you, hunting not being permitted while you are in the state of pilgrimage. 
Verily, Allah judges as He wills.’ (5:1) 


cel Saha LAS g a a iia Gada iiai oj a h oag pS iaa i oi A OF UN a od 
elaid] 


‘Whoever Allah intends to guide, He opens his heart to Islam. Whoever Allah 
intends to misguide, He makes his heart constricted as if he were ascending into 
the sky.’ (6:125) 


aall iia 
Attribute of love 
ERE R EEY 
And His saying, ‘Do good, for Allah loves those who do good.’ (2:195) 
Cabal) Con I Ó lahadi s 
‘Be fair, for Allah those who are fair.’ (49:9) 


‘As long as they are upright to you, be upright to them. Verily, Allah loves the 
righteous.’ (9:7) 
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‘Verily, Allah loves those who repent and He loves those who purify themselves.’ 
(2:222) 


di) ASS i AÉ I Ó sind ASG U8 
‘Say: If you love Allah, follow me and Allah will love you.’ (3:31) 
4G sing Agia) a 58: Ail it Ca gud 
‘Allah will soon bring forth a people whom He loves and they love Him.’ (5:54) 
Casha ys Oi AGS te alas å Gab Gii Gaai Á Ó 


‘Verily, Allah loves those who fight in His path in ranks, as if they were a firm 
structure.’ (61:4) 


aal 5 stall 9h 5 
‘He is the Forgiving, the Loving.’ (85:14) 


iaa jl iia 
Attribute of mercy 
aall all all ew Al jd 
And His saying, ‘In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.’ (1:1) 
‘Our Lord, You have encompassed all things in mercy and knowledge.’ (40:7) 
Lass) Galedale OSs 
‘He is ever merciful to the believers.’ (35:43) 
‘My mercy surrounds all things.’ (7:156) 
“Your Lord has prescribed mercy for Himself.’ 
ses iil hs 
‘He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.’ (10:107) 
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Émail aac gh Unila iS G 
‘Thus, Allah is the best of guardians and He is the most merciful of those who 
show mercy.’ (12:64) 


ajil iia 
Attribute of pleasure 
Alc | pany aie Á caai ig 


And His saying, ‘Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him.’ 
(5:119) 


otl y ial S g hiu g gual) otia 
Attributes of anger, displeasure, disapproval, and hatred 
iils age di caa 5 gai ALA igs 53) 558 aan Uae US Gag Al 
And His saying, ‘Whoever deliberately kills a believer, then his recompense is Hell 
to abide therein, and Allah is angry with him and has cursed him.’ (4:93) 
4) gia) lh 985 al LAM Le | gel agi ali 
“That is because they followed what displeased Allah and they hated His pleasure.’ 
(47:28) 
‘So when they angered Us, We took retribution from them.’ (43:55) 
abled agile! ail 6 § S15 
‘Rather, Allah disliked them being sent, so He held them back.’ (9:46) 
bk Y u ldi ál tie Le 418 


‘Greatly detested in the sight of Allah is that you say what you do not do.’ (61:3) 


OLE 9 seml iia 


Attribute of coming 
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o 
f 


JAN ceca ASA plaki ye ib (28 i agb o Y) obh Ua AN gh 


And His saying, ‘Are they waiting for Allah to come to them in the shade of the 
clouds, or the angels, and the matter would be settled?’ (2:210) 
Bos Gants is gh hy coats 5) ASS al GI YY Gs jhe Oh 
‘Are they waiting for the angels to come, or for your Lord to come, or for some of 
the signs of your Lord?’ (6:158) 
Úa úa thall 5 Gy elay Éi Éa Qa hl SS 1 SS 


‘Nay, when the earth has been pounded with a great pounding and your Lord and 
the angels come row upon row.’ (89:21-22) 


Su 58 Asal O44 alaih clatall (gait a 535 


‘And the Day the heavens will break open with clouds and the angels descend, one 
after another.’ (25:25) 


Adaya il Ap gl! iia 
Attribute of the face of Allah, glory be to Him 
al Sys DAN 93 G5 ARG ats Aly 
And His saying, ‘The face of your Lord will remain, possessor of majesty and 
honor.’ (55:27) 
agia I AU eei GÈ 
‘All will perish except His face.’ (28:88) 


glai a gall ai) 
Affirming the hands of Allah the Exalted 
(gay Cael Lal ALG Go) lads L hlig 


And His saying, ‘What stopped you from prostrating to what I created with My 
own hands?’ (38:75) 


clits CHK (at othe gaja blag Gs Í gl Las T pinis aea GE Ai pika Á S gga ald 
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“The Jews say the hand of Allah is tied. It is their hands which are tied and they are 
cursed for what they have said. Rather, His hands are outspread, spending as He 
wills.’ (5:64) 


clas ot Gata cL 
Affirming the eyes of Allah the Exalted 
Listes ata ath ARAN als Al i5 
And His saying, ‘Be patient with the judgment of your Lord, for you are under Our 
eyes.’ (52:48) 
5K OS wad ol5e HEL GA phd cll ls Ae stiles 5 


‘We carried him on planks and nails, sailing under Our eyes as a recompense for 
him who was denied.’ (54:13-14) 


cot le Gall Sa das ail Gill 


‘I bestowed upon you love from Me that you would be brought up under My eye.’ 
(20:39) 


celled i pally gaudi iia 
Attributes of hearing and seeing of Allah the Exalted 
Sane sate Gl BJ LS 5 kai lg tl) SEs ea Abs SO a ee BA 
And His saying, ‘Allah heard the speech of the one who argues with you 


concerning her husband and directs her complaint to Allah. Allah hears your 
dialogue, for Allah is hearing and seeing.’ (58:1) 


cab S885 58 di 1 88 Gh OH a 
‘Allah has heard the word of those who say Allah is poor, yet We are rich.’ (3:181) 
© BRS gist Ulin) 5 ob ail p55 ab See Qa Y UG gids al Als 
‘Or do they think that We do not hear their secrets and private conversations? Nay, 
our messengers are with them recording.’ (43:80) 


G3 gail LS gil 
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‘Verily, Iam with you both. I hear and I see.’ (20:46) 
sy l éh ai all 
‘Does he not know that Allah sees?’ (96:14) 
alai gaali sh 45) Gaati 8 GLU 4 oi Gus all 53 ell 


‘He who sees you when you stand and you turn in prostration. Verily, He is the 
Hearing, the Knowing.’ (26:217) 


Cypha pall 5 Al ging 5 alee Jil os sud | glaé | sy 


‘And say: Work as you wish, for Allah will see your deeds, as will His messenger 
and the believers.’ (9:105) 


ADs july Le gle (lle dl Jalg Stl g Sal! line 
Attributes of planning, plotting, and contrivance as befitting His Majesty 
Nall Sixt 5h 5 Alga 
And His saying, ‘He is severe in contrivance.’ (13:13) 
x Slal) 538 Gilg o Kas Í aias 
‘They planned and Allah planned, and Allah is the best of planners.’ (3:54) 
Osag Y ab 5 1K W385 17K 185 13 


“They prepared a plan and We prepared a plan, while they did not perceive it.’ 
(27:50) 


iS AsSh 5 (SG hss agi Ala 


‘Verily, they plotted a great plot and I plotted a great plot.’ (86:15-16) 


E älg 5 jelig Aaa ply 5 ydrall g ginl itia 
Attributes of pardon, forgiveness, mercy, honor, and power 
\ yaa gie GIS Á ÉÉ e gh oe aai aai a ai oal 


And His saying, ‘If you show good, or conceal it, or pardon a wrong, then Allah is 
ever pardoning and powerful.” (4:419) 
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haó Ji Á aki o g oj oai Wi | Adal 5 | seal 
‘Let them pardon and overlook. Would you not love for Allah to forgive you? And 
Allah is forgiving and merciful.’ (24:22) 
Copia all 5 al shag) 5 8 all as 
‘To Allah belongs honor, and to His messenger and the believers.’ (63:8) 


And His saying about Iblis (Satan), “By Your honor, I will mislead them 
altogether.’ (38:82) 


al S¥5 Jad 63 hy al Ani Alga 


And His saying, ‘Blessed is the name of your Lord, possessor of majesty and 
honor.’ (55:78) 


dic Jia iig i dy 55 (8 Agdial) Glial) GU! 
Verses of the negating attributes regarding the transcendence of Allah and 
negating comparison with Him 
Úa ål ahi Ja aa ahia g biet lig 
And His saying, ‘Worship Him and be steadfast in His worship. Do you know of 
anything similar to Him?’ (19:65) 


Ah 158 AN oS als 
‘And there is nothing comparable to Him.’ (112:4) 
Cy gale aii faa a i ead Sa 
‘So do not make partners with Allah while you know.’ (2:22) 
Ai) CAS 245 a Ia Á gy 9h Gye 385% Gye Gull Gag 


‘Among people are those who take partners besides Allah, loving them as they 
love Allah.’ (2:165) 


ISS 5S 5 Ca óa gda åf o al; alai a Ay Ad GS al tag Ss al call a deal Us 
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‘Say: All praise is due to Allah, who has not taken a son and has no partner in the 
dominion, who needs no guardian due to weakness, so exalt Him with great 
exaltation.’ (17:111) 


“yaad eck S le gh g Maal Aly GMA AD QW) a leg i glk) Ga Le a Ad 


“Whatever is in the heavens and on the earth glorifies Allah. To Him belongs the 
dominion and all praise, and He has power over all things.’ (64:1) 


als Waly bai al; ga SWI 5 col glacall cile AF (all NpSh Gyallall 6 Sal eat le Ya yall 055 gall gts 
| Sash 6.5088 oct OS Gls cilall (8 A OS 
‘Blessed is He who revealed the Criterion (the Quran) upon His servant that he 
would warn the worlds, He to whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth and has not taken a son and has no partner in the dominion. He has created all 
things and measured them with precise measurement.’ (25:1-2) 
Le dt Glas (yaks fe agian Maly GEE Las al] US AM I all Gye ne IK bag aly cy i MI La 
SK pS ee Mall Lg a alle Gs 
‘Allah has not taken a son, nor is there a god alongside Him. If so, each god would 
have taken what it created and some would have surpassed others. Glory be to 
Allah above what they describe. Knower of the Unseen and the seen, Exalted is He 
above what they associate.’ (23:91-92) 
G pale Y ail y ales l óy JÉN A j g a SÚ 


‘So do not strike comparisons for Allah. Verily, Allah knows and you do not 
know.’ ee 


‘Say: My Lord has only forbidden immoralities, what is public of them and what is 
private, and sin, transgression without right, that you associate with Allah that to 
which He has not delegated authority, and that you say about Allah what you do 
not know.’ (7:33) 


Ai S Ù e) ginal 


Rising of Allah above His Throne 
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cfd eral Sak nals 
And His saying, ‘The Merciful rose above the Throne.’ (20:5) 
gal se Mie gi tall le sgl BAS 


And His saying, ‘Then, He rose over the Throne,’ (7:54) in six places in the Quran. 


AAG glide gle a) gle GL) 
Affirming the highness of Allah over His creatures 
{gl al 55 Ab Gs 8) ue i Al sds 
And His saying, ‘O Jesus, I will take you and raise you unto Me.’ (3:55) 
paai 
‘Rather, Allah raised him unto Himself.’ (4:158) 
“To Him ascend good words, and righteous deeds are raised to Him.’ (35:10) 

Ga AES ily cou ge a) ct) tbl co platy Gand Gy) Ath Bi jee Gt Gil GLb 
‘(Pharaoh said): O Haman, build me a tower that I might reach the ways of the 
heavens, that I might see the God of Moses, yet I suspect he is a liar.’ 

Gala akilo Juh of ehl à cá iii al 5 gtd a KU ga Si A caig oj elal 08 oá aidi 


‘Do you feel secure from He who is in the heavens that the earth would swallow 
you and, behold, it quakes? Or do you feel secure from He who is in the heavens 
that He might rain stones upon you? You will soon know how was the warning!’ 
(67:16-17) 


aA il iaa hil 


Affirming the omnipresence of Allah with His creation 


Saa G laai Lay il 5 BS Ua Cd alaa hilig 
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And His saying, ‘He is with you wherever you are, for Allah sees what you are 
doing.’ (57:4) 


aaa gh Y) AST Y 5 GIS ye CH Vg abbas gh YJ died V5 stg A WADE CA He USL 
Ale eco OS; ail S| Aail 4 55 1 glee La agii 2h 1 ss Lal 

‘There is in no private conversation of three but that He is the fourth of them, nor 
are there five but that He is the sixth of them, and no less than that and no more but 


that He is with them wherever they are. Then, He will inform them of what they 
did on the Day of Resurrection. Verily, Allah knows all things.’ (58:7) 


Úa ýl ó GUM Y 
‘Do not grieve, for Allah is with us.’ (9:40) 
6515 Raul Lika Ă] 
‘I am with you both, I hear and I see.’ (20:46) 
Cs’ ab Guill jl SS ge a $y 


‘Verily, Allah is with those who are mindful of him and those who do good.’ 
(27:128) 


Ésa áa dill G) Vy jake 5 
‘Be patient, for Allah is with the patient.’ (8:46) 
Én all ga Š Á oih is i Egle aa at oa aS 


‘How many small bands of people overcome large bands by the permission of 
Allah? And Allah is with the patient.’ (2:249) 


celled ay ADS) GL 
Affirming the speech of Allah 
Bios al ye Gated Lag Ash 
And His saying, ‘Who is more truthful in speech than Allah?’ (4:87) 
SB dil Ge Gated G3 
‘Who is more truthful in statements than Allah?’ (4:122) 
ale Gil tue G À ls 
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“When Allah said: O Jesus son of Mary...’ (5:116) 
YE y he dij dal Cis 
‘The word of your Lord will be fulfilled in truth and justice.’ (6:115) 
ai eiga Á lS 
‘Allah spoke to Moses with decisive speech.’ (4:164) 
‘Among them (the prophets) are those to whom Allah spoke.’ (2:253) 
445 AalS 5 Walaa (cing ol Lj 
“When Moses came at Our appointed time, his Lord spoke to him.’ (7:143) 
Win tis oai hl Cals ye SUL 
“We called him from the right side of the mountain and We approached him 
privately.’ (19:52) 
Gall a a gall 8) of ae Gg GA Ys 
‘When your Lord called to Moses: Go to the oppressive people.’ (26:10) 
BA LSE pe LAS all Legg Lab lai 
‘Their Lord called them both, saying: Did I not forbid you from the tree?’ (7:22) 
Calis all isi Vie J) stil agli a 555 
“The Day He will call them, saying: What was your answer to the messengers?’ 
(28:65) 
dil IK pag gid bjali dyad GS fall Ga Ss U5 


‘If one of the idolaters seeks your protection, then grant him protection that he 
might hear the word of Allah.’ (9:6) 


ghlag ah 5 b sli Le oki (yo 41 p55 i alll AUS & eats agi Ga yd GIS 35 


‘A sect among them had heard the word of Allah, then they distorted it after 
understanding it while they knew.’ (2:75) 


GÉ oya Á JÉ REKE G É o Ji Á E 1 oh oI Gt 
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“They desire to replace the word of Allah. Say: Never will you follow us. Such did 
Allah say before.’ (48:15) 


asa) Jia Y AG AES cys Ail) ga gh Le dg 
‘Recite what has been revealed to you from the book of your Lord. There is none 
to change His words.’ (18:27) 
6 9B aud gh (ll SABI lh os le ai A A Ó 


‘Verily, this Quran narrates to the children of Israel most of that over which they 
disagree.’ (27:76) 


called ail oye JM GIL | OL 
Affirming the Quran was revealed from Allah the Exalted 
Aas sl af Cais (ha 5 Ash; 
And His saying, ‘This is a blessed book which We have revealed.’ (6:92) 
Á aAa ia Enah LA AGI! is Ue Gita de Wl 
‘If We had sent this Quran down upon a mountain, you would have seen it 
humbled and rendered asunder from the fear of Allah.’ (59:12) 


Gos cn & 5 415 OG sli a S d a cal | sib O58 Lay al ding Ash 1S Aah Lily 1A 
coll Glad 435 a Aaby Lil Gali agil abi ails Gyalai do giis kg | glal Gull Ca ath oh 
a iae Ga ay gail a aat 


‘When we replace a verse in place of another, and Allah knows best what He has 
revealed, they say: Indeed, you are a fabricator! Rather, most of them do not know. 
Say: It has been sent down by the Holy Spirit from your Lord in truth, to make 
firm those with faith and as guidance and glad tidings for the Muslims. We know 
that they say: Indeed, he has been taught by a man! Yet the tongue of the one they 
speak of is foreign, while this is in a clear Arabic language.’ (16:101-102) 


ibil ag apol oilaga Augy cli) 
Affirming the looking of the believers at their Lord on the Day of 
Resurrection 
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5 BU G5 cll Squall Sia ga 8 5 Aly 
And His saying, ‘Faces on that Day will be radiant, looking at their Lord.’ (75:22- 
23) 
oshi WNI cle 
‘On adorned couches, looking.’ (83:23) 
Gy idii j iaai Gail 
‘For those who do good is the best and even more.’ (10:26) 
La Galy ki Gaii G aki 
‘They will have whatever they desire therein and with Us is even more.’ (50:35) 
KKK 
(BAN Cy ba AS Gi Abs eyi LAL ii 9655 Ga 58S tl GS i Catal Ih g 
There is much on this topic in the book of Allah. Whoever contemplates over the 
Quran, seeking guidance from it, the path of truth will be made clear to him. 


daj plug dale Ùl gha Jyul da iag La olayi 


Faith in what the Messenger, peace and blessings be upon him, described his 
Lord with 


eee a ioe ie ca 


Thereafter, there is what is in the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah, peace and 
blessings be upon him, for the Sunnah explains the Quran, clarifies it, gives 
indication and expression to it. Whatever the Messenger described about his Lord, 
Mighty and Majestic, in the authentic prophetic narrations, which were received 
and accepted by the people of knowledge, is obligatory to have faith in. 


Lydall elena) ool) adil Jig hd GLH À 


Affirming the descent of Allah to the worldly heaven 
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Já N i AË i bom AEF OS ii Lael Sl U5 C5 phe y le ll ie 4 38 Ue alld Syd 
aisle & Gia AS sab ls hits fy abel Gls fp etl Goh a 


Among that is the likes of his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Our Lord 
descends to the worldly heaven in the last remaining third of every night and He 
says: Who is calling upon Me that I may answer? Who is asking Me that I might 
give? Who is seeking My forgiveness that I may forgive him?’ It is agreed upon. 


day je a gil ail à 
Affirming the rejoicing of Allah, Mighty and Majestic 


GÉ i aa abad hyo yet le Lats aka (ye vale Aig Goll ÓM alag aale A lan Ad gig 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Allah is more delighted by the 
repentance of his servant than if one of you were to find his camel after he had lost 
it in the desert wilderness.’ It is agreed upon. 


dail aLi 
Affirming the laughter of Allah 
aje gia iaj Giy Aas YI Aa ii o Al i aig ala g aale À laa Al sag 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Allah laughs at two men, one 
who killed the other, yet both of them enter Paradise.’ It is agreed upon. 


sA] aias a aL) gÀ 
Affirming the wonder of Allah and other attributes 
dia Dis cabi Ga aii SBN a iS o5 odie bsi Ga U$ Cape oluy aale ÀI ben Al ij 
ne Ču Ey 18 as Áj ale 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Your Lord wonders at the 
despair of His servants, for his good is near. He looks at you continuing to despair, 
so He continues to laugh knowing that relief is coming soon.’ It is a fair tradition. 
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ait) si dat) bd) A 
Affirming the leg or foot of Allah 


ALS) ee Ball 5 Gia 8 5 Ge Uh 20 ii (ot 5 aad Cal Ses ONY pl ule al be AN 
aie & (gies Li Li U i ya I) gtk os 5 ib Ana Ugille Al) 45 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Hell will continue to be filled 
and will say: Are there any more? Until the Lord of honor places His leg (and in 
another narration: His foot) over it and some of its parts retreat from each other and 
it says: Enough! Enough!’ It is agreed upon. 


S gall g aA aLi) 
Affirming the speech and voice of Allah 
o g j Aah dil ó) cga pG aaas a O i a G Aai O i alag aale th ie AL gh 
af gáa ói 1) as ads 
And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, “Allah the Exalted will say: O 


Adam! Adam will say: I am here at Your pleasure. A raised voice will call out: 
Verily, Allah commands you to send a group of your progeny to the Hellfire.’ It 


is agreed upon. 

CLAS 8 AGG 5 ARS Gully Ab iaiia Y aa Eya gia La alu y ale Àl cle AN 38s 
And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, “There is none among you but 
that his Lord will speak to him without any translator between them.’ (It is agreed 


upon.) 


gA Cilia g a) gil ALi) å 
Affirming the highness of Allah and other attributes 


U2 5 cll i A A GA cL (98 sll ail G oa pall i. 5 gh plang hale il gla 41385 
Gye ak GT Sete Č Ai Ugh A G SiE aY (gf lad 5 Ud clad) (8 iad 5 LS 
bab 5 3510 gi 8159 Gad Gass oii as sl We fe Alas bys sleds Glied 5 
And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, regarding incantations for the 
sick, ‘Our Lord is Allah, who is in the heavens. Holy is Your name, Your 
command is in the heavens and on the earth. As Your mercy is in the heavens, 
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place Your mercy upon the earth. Forgive our mistakes and our sins. You are the 
Lord of all who are good. Send down mercy from Your mercy, healing from Your 
healing, upon this pain that it might pass.’ It is a fair tradition narrated by Abu 
Dawud and others. 

iaa Èy chdl i ia ó ús ai yi alu g 4ye À iai 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Will you not trust me while I 
am trusted by Him in the heavens?’ It is an authentic tradition. 


j alg daa Špas ajio aii La aiig 985 Udall G98 aly clall G38 Gi yall s alu g ade al balig 
baé g ala 
And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘The Throne was above water, 


and Allah is above the Throne. He knows what you do.’ It is a fair tradition 
narrated by Abu Dawud and others. 


GG Kiii Jú i Ò ghy Í LlG G ia É eL à EAG ai Gh 4G La alas g ule il Lue Al gig 
Alive 6) 55 Ais 5 
And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, to the slave girl, ‘Where is 
Allah?’ She said, ‘In the heavens.’ He said, ‘Who am I?’ She said, ‘You are the 


Messenger of Allah.’ He said, ‘Free her, for she is a believer.’ It was narrated by 
Muslim. 


iall aLi oå 
Affirming the omnipresence of Allah 
iaa Gyre GS Lelia dha i E abi ij ayl Gai ala g ade l lun Al si 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Among the best of faith is to 
know that Allah is with you wherever you are.’ It is a fair tradition. 


gall dag Jad al OIS ELAI È 
Affirming the presence of Allah in front of one who prays 


agds GE i Clb ain Ge V5 gh 5 Cb Gately SG sda) (I) aSSsi ald 13) lay aule atl cle Alga 


22 


Al-Agqidah al-Wasitiyyah by Ibn Taymiyyah 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘When one of you stands to 
pray, let him not spit to his front, nor to his right, for Allah is in front of him. 
Rather, let him spit to his left or beneath his feet.’ It is agreed upon. 


g AÍ aag gli ALÉ) å 
Affirming the highness of Allah and other attributes 


GU eii US O55 Ly aail iail Gs oals gall l gaal Eg aél alu y dale l glace áls 
ak, La A aa GE i Dag e a a h Sil Gail esl 5 31 J ia cs sills Cas) 
Guild Gull čl; Soph Giga Gull aÉ éj; Boot Glas Gull 589) Gils bit aii oi II cil 
aa glg peal Go hel 5 GUI ole Gall 22,5 A} 
And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘O Allah, Lord of the heavens 
and Lord of the earth, Lord of the Great Throne, our Lord and the Lord of all 
things, the Splitter of the grain and the seed, the Revealer of the Torah, the Gospel, 
and the Quran, I seek refuge in You from the evil of myself and the evil of every 
creature whose forelock You hold. O Allah, You are the First, there is nothing 
before You. You are the Last, there is nothing after You. You are the Manifest, 
there is nothing above You. You are the Hidden, there is nothing beyond You. 
Relinquish my debts and enrich me from poverty.’ It was narrated by Muslim. 


coll au) G8 È) È 
Affirming the nearness of Allah the Exalted 


GPSS AN Rd i 13] Gall Wl SS Ha stad Gall Gy Ul plague a tho AL hy 
aje GÉ aal 58 Gye S51) Coll 456.35 l Ó G I yun Ces 9b Lal LL. Vg ca 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, when they raised their voices in 
supplication, ‘O people, be gentle with yourselves for you are not calling upon one 
who is deaf or absent. Rather, you are calling upon the Hearing, the Seeing. Verily, 
the One you call upon is closer to you than the neck of your riding animal.’ It 

is agreed upon. 


age! Cake gall 49) CLs) 
Affirming the looking of the believers at their Lord 
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a 
Éa Ii gé JÉ BDL till g sll Gob dee Cle 1 HY GI 


And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Verily, you will see your Lord 
as you see the full moon at night. You will have no difficulty seeing Him. If you 
are able to avoid missing a prayer before sunrise and before sunset, then do so.’ It 


is agreed upon. 


4a) 38 Cus Ae Leal y Aull Jal Aybuss 


The middle way of Ahl al-Sunnah wal Jama’ah between the sects of the 
Muslim nation 


iaai á pall S18 4p 58) Le 45 E alag aale il glee ail O ghey Lead 585 all Cust i oe JU UI 
Gg hhii Yg ea Aá É ia ÚS à a A GA) Leg & gle LAK GIL, & gba i Ae Lea ll 5 AN al 
JES Y 5 aS ye 


For the likes of these traditions which were reported by the Messenger of Allah, 
peace and blessings be upon him, from his Lord and about Him, the saved 

group AAl al-Sunnah wal Jama ’ah believe in all of that, just as they believe in what 
Allah related in His book, without distortion or negation, and without ascribing a 
modality or making comparisons with creation. 


colle g ASL a ih Sil G å Laas ggi aa) pd Lata gl coe a) GI LS AN 98 i daai h O 
44 alls 44380 Gs atl Daal GU Lat ah 5 Aganall Jail) Sais Abeg all Suaeall Jal Gs 


Rather, they take the middle path regarding the sects of the Muslim nation, just as 
the Muslim nation is in the middle of all nations. They are in the middle regarding 
the attributes of Allah, glory be to Him, the Exalted, between the people of 
negation (al-Jahmiyah) and the people of anthropomorphism (al-Mushabbihah). 
They are in the middle regarding the actions of Allah, between the fatalists (al- 
Jabriyah) and those who deny providence (al-Qadariyah). 


aa 3 9 ii aii Ga iine oll Aig hall G5 al we 5 i 83 
On the topic of the threat of Allah (of punishment on Judgment Day), they are 
between those who deny the harm of major sins (al-Murji ah) and those who deny 
the forgiveness of Allah (al-Wa ‘tdiyah), among those who deny providence and 
others. 


diag 5 dba yall 5 gg il aii g a a]l oi g ly Gayl eaii oG 43 
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On the topic of including people in the fold of the faith and the religion, they are 
between the extreme literalists (al-Hartriyah) and extreme rationalists (al- 
Mu’tazilah), and between those who deny that actions are part of faith and those 
who affirm determinism. 


NGM 5 Ace Gi alay ale l gla À J gtr ltl (285 


Regarding the companions of the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon 
him, they are between those who rejected Mu’awiyah (al-Rdfidah) and those who 
rebelled against “Alt (al-Khawari)j). 


AUG IS (gS gle Ail glau Gå Alaga Ai ails GLa) (8 Joy 


Part of faith in Allah is that He, glory be to Him, is above the heavens over the 
Throne 


Pt erate ea eee een ee 


Included in what we mentioned of faith in Allah is faith in what Allah related in 
His book, what is unanimously reported from His messenger, peace and blessings 
be upon him, and what the Muslim nation’s righteous predecessors came to 
consensus upon. 


LS Ggble ab Le ala | gS Laill pana Ai gh 5 alld Cle Gl at ye le ail jlas GH UAL Ai bo 
ced Gi be als all cles lS eH i gaY shat GIS (oll h ali Sa G gas 
Sygmeets Cy ghak Lay Si 5 aS Le Gil ahaa gh 5 gad Sh Leg clakall (yo jis Lag Lge 6 5A Lag Gen! 


Among it is that He, glory be to Him, is above His heavens, over the Throne, 
transcendent over His creation. And He, glory be to Him, is with them wherever 
they are. He knows what they do, as this is all mentioned in His saying, ‘It is He 
who created the heavens and the earth in six days, then He rose above the Throne. 
He knows what enters the earth and what comes out from it and what descends 
from the sky and what ascends therein. He is with you wherever you are, for Allah 
sees what you are doing.’ (57:4) 


gag aNd glace etal Ce al OUT bye Aah jail hs Aa ada SY fhe Ga Ei LE a alg Ces Gal 
AS Lait) alia! 536 5 pilinall aa 55 claidll (8% gin ja 

His saying, ‘He is with you,’ does not mean that He is mingling within the 

Creation, for this is not what is necessitated by the language. Rather, the moon is a 
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sign among the signs of Allah even to the smallest of His creatures. It is placed in 
the heavens and it is ‘with the traveler or resident’ wherever they are. 


OS 5 ay oh) ilk ye GIS 93 oll agile: Glas agile Sae ai le ig aie GA 5h 
aside ie Ga Úa iiy aali aai ia Ail 5585 oll 2K 1 


And He, glory be to Him, is above His Throne, observing His creation, guarding 
over them, and aware of them, including other features of His Lordship. All of this 
discourse, which Allah mentioned, such that He is above the Throne and that He is 
with us, is true in its reality. 


ali glasati éj staa i ali alb G EI G i ali g AI ge Glin} ósi aii I GURY 
ayl ebi Aj puih hu asiki 5) 


It is in no need of distortion. Rather, it should be preserved against false 
speculation, such as one who speculates that the literal meaning of His saying, ‘In 
the heavens,’ is that the heavens contain Him or limit Him. This is false according 
to the consensus of the people of knowledge and faith. 


E d ptal duais 9 G oag lai deai kg GaN gail AS Gg BI OL 
eal Ga Vl 5 slat a gti čj a ġa ah Y oa YI E 


For the footstool of Allah extends over the heavens and the earth. He keeps the 
heavens and the earth from passing away and He keeps the heavens from falling to 
the earth. Among His signs are that the heavens and the earth are sustained by His 
command. 


aili ca cu $ Aj Ò GLA Gd Jy 
Part of faith in Allah is that He is near to His creation 


Cu 8 ii fe sale les 13) 5 a8 ga GS Ge a8 US Cunt Ce $ G dayi AG i GSS By 
Cos AN 5 SUSI 8 553 Lag atlas HE Gs Sash ol) GoM AS sal alag dale il ola aliis 
ist Ge Ay AAi aad ob Eh AAS Cull Leis AAS aS 35 Ge Gyo 985 Le iG Y Aa a 
og iiy oid 


Included in all of that is faith in His nearness and answering supplications, as all 
this is mentioned in His saying, ‘If My servants ask you about me, then verily I am 
near,’ (2:186). And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘Verily, He 
whom you call upon is closer to you than the neck of your riding animal.’ And 
what is mentioned in the Book and the Sunnah of His nearness and His 
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omnipresence do not negate what we mentioned of His highness and 
transcendence. For He, glory be to Him, is not like anything else in all of His 
qualities. He is exalted in His proximity and near in His transcendence. 


aglia a Jii ail aS GIA Gl Ley! 
Faith in the Quran as the revealed, uncreated Speech of Allah 


dy ASG a g baas aglls bála adia sié O58 a GE G EE itey a5 Al otay es 
o É aE Y iia i AAE 5h play ale alt! ln vans de l call Gi jal (he Gig Ads 


Part of faith in Allah and His books is faith that the Quran is the word of Allah, 
revealed and uncreated. It originated from Him and to Him it will return. And that 
Allah speaking it is reality, and that this Quran which was revealed to Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, is the word of Allah in reality, not the speech of 
anyone else. 

e IAG al lial à 935 5) Gall 5158 1 Oe Bola 5) all OS Ge alse AL Spall GUL) 5 A YG 

Valse ANS ia i Y Gia hi ia (cl) Ais Calc Lal) ST Gs Ais. Na atl AK GS UI Ge a 
It is not permissible to claim it is an allegory of the of the word of Allah, or an 
expression of it. Rather, if people read it or write it in the scriptural copy (al- 
mushaf), that does not exclude it from being the word of Allah the Exalted in 


reality, for speech is only attributed in reality to whoever said it first and not to the 
one who later announced it or declared it. 


8 5 SAN G gh ileal Y5 cilaall & gh cay SAN ail AUS Gall aula g åh SA alll ADK 9h 


It is the speech of Allah, its letters and its meaning. The speech of Allah is not 
letters without meaning, nor meaning without letters. 


Aall gy age Crud Gabe gall Ob Gla! 
Faith that the believers will see their Lord on the Day of Resurrection 
Halsall 6 55 45555 Cake ball Gly Slay! alta ny a5 Lag 4K gay Glas) ye SSS Lad Lid) US 
455 BG galiza Y sll ALN Sal 559 LS 5 Haa e Gull | pee Gull 5593 US go lea Uke 
celled a) sag LS AlN J} 99 as A599 Ai aagal Glin fe gd 5 ALE A 
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Included also in what we mentioned of faith in Him, His books, His angels, and 
His messengers, is faith that the believers will see Him on the Day of Resurrection 
with the vision of their eyes, just as they see the sun on a clear day without clouds. 
Just as they see the full moon at night, they will have no difficulty in seeing Him. 
They will see Him, glory be to Him, while in the courts of the Resurrection, and 
they will see Him after they have entered Paradise, as Allah the Exalted wills. 


gall ag OS aa alag dale À glace gail Ay pad) Le J GLa 
Faith in everything the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, reported of 
what occurs after death 
Co she gall a 5S ae ply dale al lee Goal ay BI Le DS SLY! AY esih gay! N 
dln Lag ANS a JAJU EE ha oh d G i Gall Gls Akal) AL dase gill kag iii aii 
chi CA 5 


Part of faith in the Last Day is to have faith in everything reported by the Prophet, 
peace and blessings be upon him, of what comes after death, so they believe in the 
trials of the grave, in the punishment of the grave and its blessings. As for the trial, 
people will be interrogated in their graves. It will be said to a man, ‘Who is your 
Lord? What is your religion? Who is your prophet?’ 


MASA lu ALLY A gio Dahal O A BAY i GA alsa) a cé Jii | pal Gul an Cas 
Co phe AAS LS Gol ÓN Eaa gi Y ol ola Gaii SSAI als i alag dale À ola 
Catal GUAY! Gaa gly GLI! Y! eei OE ghaig iaka hrak wae ye 4} 5a: 


Allah will keep firm those who had faith in the unshakable word in this worldly 
life and in the Hereafter. The believer will say, ‘My Lord is Allah, Islam is my 
religion, and Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is my prophet.’ As for 
one who doubted, he will say, ‘Oh oh! I do not know! I heard people saying 
something so I said it!’ Then he will be struck with an iron bar and he will scream. 
It will be heard by everything except human beings, for if they heard it, they would 
faint. 


Laais ssl Aol al 
The Greater Resurrection and its horrors 
SOR d E i g éi iaaii ai OI i oE Uag gaai La Aii aoh a 
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Then after this trial, whether it is blessed or whether it is punishment, the Greater 
Resurrection will be established and the souls will return to their bodies. 


Gta Wg Qables y doe ah lhe ghey cf le 5 AUS Le ai) hl a acl 4 

ba 3) gall Cceité ll Apaadi Gaal Agia iig YSE Sló bia riil o ia Jai da GÙ Asti 
Naat Sl SN Ah yia CAA bag Galih g ajli Aga Cal ad all Oa Ug 5 8 
Goll igs of agua 


The Resurrection will be established, which Allah conveyed in His book and on 
the tongue of His messenger, peace and blessings be upon him, and over which the 
Muslims have a consensus. People will rise from their graves in front of their Lord 
barefoot, naked, and uncircumcised. The sun will draw near to them and sweat will 
pour over them. Then, the scales will be set up that the deeds of the servants would 
be weighed, ‘Thus, whoever has his scale heavy (with good deeds), those are 
among the successful, and whoever has his scale light (with good deeds), they are 
those who have lost their souls to abide in Hell.’ (23:102-103) 


gű LS 2 Ab el y5 ġa jÍ allais 4gs ial y dines ALIS Ald MLAB YI dilain gag euala thy 
A Gék Í $i 1% gts blah ULES Aakaall ase ALG Aly alle 4 5 pil shia 3H glia) O85 lei ila 
Gas Gite a sal) Audi 


The records will be distributed, and they are the written copies of deeds. One will 
take his book in his right hand and another will take his book in his left hand or 
from behind his back. As He said, glory be to Him the Exalted, ‘For every person 
We have imposed his fate upon his neck, and We will produce for him on the Day 
of Resurrection a record which he will encounter, spread open. (It will be said): 
Read your book! Sufficient is your soul today to take you to account!’ (17:13-14) 


Db SG Lal Ay GSI) ei A Cine 5 LS 4 gts 85388 eal soley iy GLI a Cala’ § 
gale Gd pid aki allan i isi agl aiaa Y Au aiga Allin O55 Ge dls G gl 
l ós 

Allah will hold the creation to account. He will meet privately with His faithful 
servant and confess his sins, as is described in the Book and the Sunnah. As for the 
unbelievers, they will not be held to account in the same way as one whose good 
and evil deeds are balanced, for they have no good deeds at all. Rather, their evil 
deeds deeds will be counted and calculated, such that they stand over them and 
confess to them. 


a 


29 


Al-Agqidah al-Wasitiyyah by Ibn Taymiyyah 


And in the courts of the Resurrection is the Basin (al-hawd) belonging to the 
Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, the water of which is whiter than milk 
and sweeter than honey. Its drinking vessels are as numerous as the stars, the 
length and width of a month of travel. Whoever drinks from it will never be thirsty 
again. 


aeli 36 He tle Cat hag Ás aiii og a bial shs gigs cia oE Gi glas Li jie; 
Aail AE Sa oa aia g SMS Fak Ce athe GE Sa oa aging ail ails 4a Cs aged 


The straight and narrow path (al-sirdaft) is erected over the top of Hell. It is a bridge 
between Paradise and Hellfire. People will pass over it according to the measure of 
their deeds. Among them are those who will pass in the blink of an eye, and among 

them are those who pass like a flash of lightning. Among them are those who pass 

like the wind, and among them are those who pass like a valiant steed. 

OA pias BR 5 CHS Si oa aias Gia iiag a aias Iga gaki a aias JYI ISS SA a pias 
GSS Ll jtall le a ai allaii l GLE Gud ate uaii GU Kea å iiy Ghi GL 
aa | 665 | gaa N31 2083 oa apaia Gale U5 dial Gh ophié Je | gáz aiie |, ne Áu sii 
dial J Ad st 


Among them are those who pass as if they were riding a camel, and among them 
are those running quickly, or walking quickly, or crawling slowly. Among them 
are those who are caught and thrown into Hell. For over the bridge are hooks to 
catch people according to their deeds. Whoever passes over the narrow path will 
enter Paradise. When they have traversed it, they will stop over an arch between 
Paradise and Hellfire where they will settle any disputes between each other. When 
they are polished and cleansed, they will be given permission to enter Paradise. 


aia eal (yo Adsl GAY Ga Oly ales Ale al Lue Ss pul Sell Ob Ailitg a2 O51 


The first to open the gate of Paradise will be Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and the first among nations to enter Paradise will be his 
nation. 


als As id yall Jal (fd as IY) de teat af oeii EDG haill å alu y dale ol Le al 
al gil BS ALN Ge Aaya Gal ee 5 in gag Awl ily S sig dal GANI aal GI a3 agin 


He, peace and blessings be upon him, will have three intercessions during the 
Resurrection. As for the first intercession, he will intercede on behalf of those held 
behind until matters are settled between them, after the prophets Adam, Noah, 
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Abraham, Moses, and Jesus the son of Mary have passed on the intercession and it 
is left to him. 


ál gG gék Stile 5 Abadi | (lds of Adal Ua) i aiaa igl Ze lj 


As for the second intercession, he will intercede on behalf of the people of Paradise 
to enter Paradise. These two intercessions are specific to him. 


ga ASE aa dé y Gils Gull ili AI AS LEAN 088 5 9 Ge! gad gaits ANT Ae Lj 
aiai, Giek pass Lal Bl SU Gs ab é y Gia g Sis of Lgl Grad bs WIRY of ó Gas 
Gal) gia is Lol gal Ugl au 2208 WEN aÍ ia Gba gae iai iiaii 8 5 ated 55 


As for the third intercession, he will intercede for those who deserve Hellfire. This 
intercession is for him and the rest of the prophets, the truthful, and others. He will 
intercede for those who deserve Hellfire, that they would not enter it. He will 
intercede for those who have entered it to be taken out of it, and Allah will take 
people out of Hellfire without any intercession at all. Rather, it is only due to His 
grace and His mercy. There will remain space in Paradise unoccupied by those 
who entered it from the people of this world, so Allah will produce more people 
and they will enter Paradise. 
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The topics included in the abode of the Hereafter are the reckoning, the reward, the 
punishment, Paradise, and Hellfire. The details are mentioned in the revealed 
books from heaven, the traces of knowledge left behind by the prophets, and in the 
knowledge inherited from Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which is 
satisfactory and sufficient. Whoever seeks it will find it. 


oig oÀ dell Oba) 
Faith in providence, its good and its evil 
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The saved group among AAl al-Sunnah wal Jama’ah has faith in providence, its 
good and its evil. Faith in providence has two aspects and each aspect contains two 
matters. 
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The first aspect is faith that Allah has (perfect) knowledge of the creation. They act 
under His timeless knowledge, which He described as infinite and eternal. He 
knows all of their circumstances of obedience, disobedience, provision, and life 
spans. Thereafter, Allah wrote in the Preserved Tablet (al-lawh al-mahfūz) the 
destinies of the creation. 
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The first thing Allah created was the Pen. He said to it, ‘Write!’ It said, ‘What shall 
I write?’ Allah said, ‘Write what will be until the Day of Resurrection.’ Thus, 
whatever befalls a human being could never be missed by him, and whatever is 
missed by him could never befall him. The Pen has been lifted and the pages have 
dried, as He the Exalted said, ‘Do you not know that Allah knows what is in the 
heavens and on the earth? Verily, that is in a book and it is certainly easy for 
Allah,’ (22:70). And He said, ‘Nothing afflicts you of calamities on the earth, nor 
within yourselves, but that it is in a book before it is brought about. Verily, that is 
easy for Allah.’ (57:22) 
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This decree is according to His knowledge, glory be to Him, in situations both 
general and specific. He has written in the Preserved Tablet whatever He wills. 
When He creates a body before blowing the spirit into it, He dispatches an angel 
and commands him to write four decrees. It is said to him, ‘Write his provision, his 
life span, his deeds, and whether he is damned or blessed,’ and so on. This decree 
was rejected in the past by the extremist al-Oadariyah sect, but few reject it today. 
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The second aspect is the will of Allah, its execution, and His all-inclusive power. It 


is faith that whatever Allah wills comes to pass, and whatever He does not will 
does not come to pass, and that whatever is in the heavens or on the earth, of 


32 


Al-Agqidah al-Wasitiyyah by Ibn Taymiyyah 


movement or stillness, only occurs by the will of Allah, glory be to Him. Nothing 
occurs in His dominion if He does not intend it. 
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And that He, glory be to Him, has power over all things that exist and do not exist. 
There are no creatures on the earth, nor anything in the heavens, except that Allah 
is its Creator, glory be to Him. There is no Creator other than Him, nor is there a 
Lord besides Him. Along with that, He has commanded the servants to obey Him 
and to obey His messengers. He prohibited them from disobeying Him. 
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He, glory be to Him, loves the righteous, the good-doers, and the just. He is 
pleased with those who have faith and perform good deeds. He does not love 
unbelievers and He is not pleased with sinful people. He has not commanded 
immorality, nor is He pleased with the unbelief of His servants, nor does He love 
corruption. 
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The deeds of the servants are done by them in reality and Allah creates their deeds. 
The servant can be a believer, an unbeliever, righteous, wicked, praying, or fasting. 
The servants have a measure of ability over their actions and they have will. Allah 
created them, their abilities, and their wills. As He the Exalted said, ‘For whoever 
among you wills to be upright, yet you do not will except that Allah wills, the Lord 
of the worlds.’ (81:28-29) 
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This aspect of providence was denied by the majority of the al-Qadarīyah, who 
were named by the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, as the fire- 


worshipers (al-Majūs) of this nation. It was exaggerated by some people who 
otherwise affirmed it, to the extent that they deprived the servant of his agency and 
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his choices, thereby removing from the actions and rulings of Allah their wisdom 
and their benefit. 


dg JÄ Clays cyall 
maa and faith are words and actions 
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Among the fundamentals of Ahl al-Sunnah wal Jamã’ah is that religion and faith 
are words and actions, words in the heart and on the tongue, and actions in the 
heart, on the tongue, and on the limbs. And that faith increases with obedience and 
decreases with disobedience. 
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And they, despite this, do not excommunicate those who pray towards Mecca (Ahl 
al-Qiblah) because of absolute disobedience and major sins, as is done by the 
rebels. Rather, the brotherhood of faith is affirmed despite disobedience, as He 
said, glory be to Him, ‘Whoever pardons his brother for something and follows it 
with good,’ (2:178). And He said, ‘If two parties among the believers fight each 
other, then reconcile between them. If one of them transgresses against the other, 
then fight those who transgressed until they return back to the command of Allah. 
If they return back, then reconcile between them both in justice and fairness. 
Verily, Allah loves those who are fair. Verily, the believers are only brothers, so 
reconcile between your brothers.’ (49:9-10) 
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They do not entirely expel the stubborn sinner from the fold of the faith, nor do 

they claim he will abide in Hellfire forever, as is said by the rationalists. Rather, 


the sinner is included in the fold of faith, as He said, ‘Then free a believing slave,’ 
(4:92). 
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Yet he is not included in the name ‘faith’ unconditionally, as in His the Exalted’s 
saying, ‘Verily, the believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their 
hearts tremble, and when His verses are recited to them, they increase in faith,’ 
(8:2). And his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, ‘No adulterer, when he 
commits adultery, does so as a believer. No thief, when he commits theft, does so 
as a believer. No drunkard, when he drinks wine, does so as a believer. No 
plunderer, when people see him as he plunders valuables, does so as a believer.’ 
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They say he is a believer who is deficient in faith, or that he is a believer with his 


faith and a sinner with his enormity. They do not grant him the name of ‘faith’ 
absolutely, nor do they strip it from him absolutely. 
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Summary of the way of Ahl al-Sunnah regarding the companions of the 
EE of Allah, Beate and oe be aoa him 
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Among the fundamentals of Ahl al-Sunnah wal Jamã’ah is the purity of their 
hearts and their tongues regarding the companions of the Messenger of Allah, 
peace and blessings be upon him, as Allah described them in His the Exalted’s 
saying, ‘Those who came after them say: Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers 
who came before us in faith and do not let hatred enter our hearts towards those 
who believe. Our Lord, you alone are the Kind and the Merciful.’ (59:10) 
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They obey the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, in his saying, “Do not 
curse my companions, for by the One in whose Hand is my soul, if one of you 
spent gold in charity like the mountain of Uhud, it would not amount but to a small 
portion of their (good deeds), nor even half of it.” They accept what has come in 
the Book, the Sunnah, and by consensus regarding their virtues and status. 


Ca eleall & satis ils 583 Go GH Ga le CHG 5 gaiii ia 9h 5 call JB ye GI ya ó iatis 
aS! sae a aud La | gab) te dating Mile GG gS 5 8 GAY Clb atl GL Gobet eal le 


They assign the most virtue to those who spent (in the cause of Allah) before the 
liberation, which is the treaty of Hudaybiyyah, over those who spent after it and 
fought. They assign greater status to the emigrants from Mecca (al-Muhdjirin) 
over the supporters in Medina (al-Ansar). They believe that Allah said about the 
people at the battle of Badr, who were a little over three hundred, ‘Act as you wish, 
for I have forgiven you.’ 
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None will enter Hellfire who pledged allegiance under the tree, as reported by the 
Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him. Rather, Allah is pleased with them and 
they are pleased with him. They are more than one thousand and four hundred. 
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They bear witness that Paradise is for whomever it was testified by the Messenger 
of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, such as the ten companions promised 
Paradise, Thabit ibn Qays ibn Shammas, and others among the companions. 
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They confirm what as been unanimously reported about the Commander of the 
Faithful, “Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, and others that the 
best of this nation after its Prophet is Abii Bakr, then ‘Umar, thirdly ‘Uthman, and 
fourthly ‘Alt ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with them all, as is evident in the 
narrations and as agreed upon by the companions in giving priority to the pledge of 
‘Uthman. 
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Even so, some of Ahl al-Sunnah disagreed over ‘Uthmān and ‘Alī, may Allah be 
pleased with them, after their pledge of allegiance to Abū Bakr and ‘Umar. Which 
of them is better? Some people gave priority to ‘Uthmān and were silent, or they 
considered ‘AT to be the fourth even though they preferred ‘Al, and some were 
neutral. 
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Rather, the matter was settled by Ah/ al-Sunnah in giving priority to ‘Uthman and 
then ‘Ali. Yet, this matter of ‘Uthman and ‘AIT is not among the fundamentals 
which lead astray those who disagree, according to the majority of Ahl al-Sunnah. 
Rather, that which leads astray is the matter of the Caliphate itself, and it is that 
they believe the Caliph after the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was Abt Bakr and ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman and then ‘Ali. Whoever challenges 
the legitimacy as Caliph of any of these has been led further astray than a donkey 
among his people. 
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They love the household of the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon 
him, ally with them, and preserve the bequest of the Messenger of Allah, peace and 
blessings be upon him, wherein he said on the day of Ghadir Khum, ‘I remind you 
of your duty to Allah regarding my family.’ He also said to ‘Abbas his uncle when 
some of the Quraysh complained to him that they resent the Prophet’s tribe (Bani 
Hashim), ‘By the One in whose Hand is my soul, you will not have faith until you 
love them, for the sake of Allah and for the sake of relationship to me.’ And he 
said, ‘Verily, Allah chose the children of Ishmael, and He chose Kinanah from the 
children of Ishmael, and He chose the Quraysh from Kinanah, and He chose Bani 
Hashim from the Quraysh, and He chose me from Bani Hashim.’ 
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They ally themselves with the wives of the Messenger of Allah, peace and 
blessings be upon him, the mothers of the faithful. They believe they are his wives 
in the Hereafter, specifically Khadijah, may Allah be pleased with her, who was 
the mother of most of his children, the first to have faith in him and support him in 
the matter. She had the highest status in his estimation. And also the truthful 
woman, daughter of the truthful man, may Allah be pleased with her, about whom 
the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said, ‘The virtue of ‘Ai’shah over all 
other women is like the virtue of fine cuisine over all other food.’ 
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They disavow the way of the rejectionists, who hate the companions and curse 
them, as well as the belligerent (al-Nawdsib), who harm the prophetic household 
with words and actions. 
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They refrain from stirring argument regarding the companions, and they say: 
Indeed, those narrations reported about their evil deeds are lies, among which are 


additions, omissions, or they were changed from their context. The truth is that 
they are excused, whether their reasoning was correct or whether it was mistaken. 
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They, despite that, do not consider each one of the companions to be infallible 
from committing major sins or minor sins. Rather, it is possible for them to sin in 
general. They were among the foremost and the virtuous, which necessitates their 
forgiveness of whatever they committed, if anything was committed at all, to the 
extent that their evil deeds were forgiven, although those who came after them will 
not be forgiven in the same way, because the companions had many good deeds to 
erase their evil deeds, unlike those who came after them. 
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The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, has affirmed that they 
are the best generation, and that a small portion of charity given by them is better 
than an amount of gold like the mountain of Uhud given by those after them. Then, 
if one of them had committed a sin, he has repented of it, or performed a good deed 
to erase it, or he was forgiven for it due to the virtue of his achievements, or by the 
intercession of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, as they are the most 
worthy of receiving his intercession, or they endured a trial in the world to expiate 
it. 
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If this is in the case of actual sins, then how so in matters for which they exercised 
reasoning? If they were correct, they were given two rewards. If they were 
mistaken, they were given a single reward and the mistake was forgiven. 
Moreover, the measure of evil in some of their deeds is little, insignificant, and 
forgiven in light of their virtues and good traits, such as their faith in Allah and His 
messenger, striving (jihad) in His way, emigrating to Medina, lending support to 
Islam, spreading beneficial knowledge, and performing righteous deeds. 
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Whoever investigates the biographies of these people with insightful knowledge 
and what Allah blessed them of virtues, he will know with certainty that they are 
the best of the creation after the prophets. There never was, nor will there ever be, 
any others like them. They are the elite generation of this nation, which is the best 
of all nations and the most honored by Allah. 
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Among the fundamentals of Ahl al-Sunnah is to confirm the miracles of the saints 
(al-Awliya’) and what Allah performs at their hands, such as extraordinary feats in 
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matters of knowledge, epiphanies, types of power and effects, such as what is 
narrated about previous nations in Surat al-Kahf and others, and what came out of 
this nation among the companions, the successors, and the following generations of 
this nation. It will exist among them until the Day of Resurrection. 
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Among the ways of Ahl al-Sunnah wal Jama’ah and their praiseworthy 
characteristics 
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Thereafter, it is the way of Ahl al-Sunnah wal Jama’ah to follow the narrations of 
the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, both inwardly and 
outwardly, and to follow the path of the first and foremost among the emigrants 
from Mecca and the supporters in Medina, and to follow the instructions of the 
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, wherein he said, “You must 
follow my precedent (sunnah) and the precedent of the rightly-guided Caliphs after 
me and hold fast to it. Bite onto it with your molar teeth. Beware of newly- 
invented manners, for every ae innovation is scene 
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They know that the most truthful speech is the word of Allah, the best guidance is 
the guidance of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and they give 
preference to the word of Allah above the speech of all other people. They give 
priority to the guidance of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, over the 
guidance of anyone else. 
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For this reason, they are called ‘the people of the Book and the Sunnah,’ and they 


are named ‘the people of the united community,’ for the community is unity and its 
opposite is sectarianism. The word ‘community’ became the name for the same 
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united people, and consensus is the third fundamental principle upon which they 
rely for knowledge and religion. 
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They measure by these three fundamentals (the Book, the Sunnah, and consensus) 
all that people are upon of words and actions, inward or outward, which are related 
to the religion. Consensus, which is disciplined, was practiced by the righteous 
predecessors. After them there were many differences that spread in the Muslim 
nation. 
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Thereafter, along with these fundamentals they enjoin good and forbid evil 
according to what is required by the Law (al-Shari’ah). They regard (as obligatory) 
establishing the Hajj pilgrimage, jihad, the Friday prayer, and celebrating holidays 
with the leaders, whether they are righteous or wicked, and they preserve 
congregational prayers. They offer sincere advice to the Muslim nation. 
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They believe in the meaning of his saying, peace and blessings be upon him, 
‘Verily, the believers are like a structure, each one strengthening the other,’ and he 
held up his two fingers together to illustrate. And his saying, ‘The parable of the 
believers in their affection, mercy, and compassion for each other is that of a body. 
When any limb aches, the whole body reacts with sleeplessness and fever.’ 
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They enjoin patience at the time of hardship, gratitude at the time of prosperity, 
and contentment with the difficulties of providence. They invite others to have 
noble ethics and to perform good deeds, and they believe in his saying, peace and 
blessings be upon him, ‘The most complete of the believers in faith are those with 
the most excellent character.’ 
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They encourage you to maintain good relations with those who cut you off, to give 
to those who deprive you, and to forgive those who wrong you. 
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They order righteousness with parents, maintenance of family ties, good 
neighborliness, and good treatment of orphans, the poor, and the traveler, and 
gentleness with servants. 
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They prohibit pride, vanity, transgression, and disrespecting the creation, whether 
it is deserved or not. They order the loftiest ethics and they prohibit foolishness. 
All of what they say and do of this, among other things, is only due to their 
following the Book and the Sunnah. Their way is the religion of Islam, for which 
Allah sent Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 
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However, the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, reported that his nation 
would split into seventy three sects, each of them in the Hellfire but one, the 
‘united community.’ And in the prophetic tradition he said, ‘They are those 
adhering to the likes of what myself and my companions are upon today.’ Those 
who adhere to pure, unadulterated Islam without deviation, they became Ahl al- 
Sunnah wal Jama’ah. 


lisa 35 gall akai 15) 5 balaas sill ae gias O Aal egill Gia ieis 
igyal iÉ kh y heila aeia ole G Alil gagi Caii oa Aa keis JASI gad s 85 Shall 
iA ia mh hias S pytala Gali he i (ye Abt ONG Y ala aale ail olaa il bpd 8 Syl 

het a g aia aghha ba V5 


Among them are the truthful, the martyrs, and the righteous, and from them are the 
signs of guidance, lamps in the darkness, people of notable merit and memorable 
virtues. Among them are righteous replacements (al-abdal), leaders in the religion, 
upon whom the Muslims agree as to their guidance and erudition. They are the 
group always supported Allah, about whom the Prophet, peace and blessings be 
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upon him, said, “There will continue to be a group of my nation acting upon the 
truth and being supported. They will not be harmed by those who oppose them, nor 
by those who abandon them, until the establishment of the Hour.’ 


iati 
Conclusion 

A gii gh 4i aag Ai a GÍ cagas GIA 3 a Yl agis Uii ò abai i Gi 
OS Ji ogil laai piles iE 5 aiy Aa Ga ole aag hil iag lail o á asii 
giall pling 

We ask Allah Almighty to make us among them, to not divert our hearts after we 

were guided, and to grant us His mercy. Verily, He alone is the Granter. All praise 
is due to Allah, the Lord of the words. May His blessings and peace be sent upon 


our master Muhammad, his family, upon all of the messengers and the prophets, 
the families of each and upon all of the righteous. 


Success comes from Allah, and Allah knows best. 
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